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sincerely thanking you for the attention with which
you have listened to me, and hoping that you will
leniently regard my deficiencies, of which I am
deeply conscious, in dealing with so great a subject.
I hope to resume my lectures in the spring, perhaps
about two months hence. The exact time cannot at
present be fixed, but of course due notice will be
given.

Lord Clifford advised in his will that besides
giving courses of lectures, the lecturers should form
special classes for instruction in the manner of
ordinary University classes. So far as I am aware,
this has not hitherto been done by the Gifford lec-
turers ; and it presupposes the attainment, by natural
theology, of the position of a definite science, like
astronomy or chemistry. I must confess my own
inability so to treat it, and I have doubts as to the
possibility of its being thus dealt with. An inchoate
science is better promoted by a free interchange of
opinion than by the assumption by one man of the
position of a professor lecturing ex cathedrd, who is
supposed to be a master of his subject, and from
whom his class have but to learn. It may be that
you have learned something in these lectures, or at
least may have had "suggested to you some train of
thought which seems deserving of being further fol-
lowed out in your own minds. But I also may have
much to learn from you. My various engagements,